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Figure 7:  Population Median Age
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The median age of the U.S. population rose from 
30 in 1980 to 33 in 1990 and to 35 more recently 
in 2000.  Montana’s population followed a 
similar pattern, but is aging more rapidly, rising 
to a median age of 38 in 2000.  The median age 
of Beaverhead County’s population has closely 
followed the pattern statewide, while aging has 
been more pronounced in Madison County.  At a 
median age of 43 in 2000, the population of 
Madison County can be considered relatively 
“old” by national standards.  There is evidence 
that non-metro counties in the West with 
increasing migration are seeing disproportionate 
increases in their populations of persons in their 
40s and 50s.  This has been the case in Madison 
County where the largest increases in the 
population between 1990 and 2000 occurred 
among persons between 42 and 64.  These shifts 
in age structure have further implications for 
area economies, including the mix of local 
economic activity and employment and the 
composition of personal income. 
 
With these changes in age structure, birth rates 
fall and death rates may rise.  In Madison 
County the number of births per 1000 population 
has fallen from 14.6 annually in 1980 to 12.8 in 
1990 and to 9.3 in 1999.  For these same years, 
the death rate is 11.6, 11.4, and 10.6.  In 
Beaverhead, the birth rate has fallen from as 
high as 18.8 in 1980 to 9.4 in 1999, with 

corresponding death rates of 11.4 and 10.9.  For 
both counties, the death rate is now slightly 
higher than the birth rate, probably for the first 
time since settlement.  As a result, future 
population trends in both counties will largely be 
determined by migration patterns.  For 
comparative purposes, the birth rate in the 28 
BLM peer counties has fallen from 22.6 in 1980 
to 14.4 in 1999. 
 
 
Personal Income Growth and Change 
 
Personal income is all income received by 
individuals and households from all sources, 
including income from work (labor income), 
income from investments (rent, stock dividends, 
interest earnings, capital gains, etc.), and income 
from transfer payments (Social Security 
benefits, payments from Medicare and 
Medicaid, and a wide range of social welfare 
programs).  Total personal income in Madison 
County  has risen from around $70 million 
annually in the late ‘70s, to $85 million annually 
in the late ‘80s, and to over $122 million in the 
year 2000, with all figures in 1996 inflation-
adjusted dollars.  Figure 8 shows growth in 
personal income by major source over this 
period. 


